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Upon the presentation of the foflowing Report by the Superintending Schoo 
Committee, at the Annual Meeting, 8th March, 1864, it was unanimously 
VotTep: That the Committee procure Five hundred Printed copies to he 

distributed amaong the several School Districts. 
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The Superintending School Committee of the Town ef 
Rochester, in compliance with the requirements of law, sub- 
mit the following Report, and such suggestions concerning out 
several schools as to them seem necessary, so far as the limit- 
ed space will admit. 


DISTRICT No, 1.—Prud. Committee, Geo. N. Tzsserrts. 


The Summer Term of this school of seven weeks, was 
taught by Mary M. Knight, a well qualified and successful 
teacher. 

Lhe Winter ‘l'erm, ef six weeks , by Wiliam H. Downs.— 
Both schools were in a fair degree successful. 


DISTRICT No. 2.--Prud. Committee, James Hanson. 


The Summer Term of eight weeks, was taught by Lucy 
J. Gould. 

The Winter Term of eleven and one-half weeks, by Nellie 
J. Cotton, who was a faithful teacher, and good success at- 
tended her efforts. 
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DISTRICT No. 3.—Prud. Cemmittee, Gzeorce VARNEY. 


The Summer Term of eight weeks, was taught by Sara B. 
Waldron, with fair success. 

The Winter Term of nine weeks, by Charles C. Woodman, 
‘e teacher who was well qualified and really interested in his 
work, and whose efforts for the good of the scholars were 
crowned with success. 


DISTRICT No. 4.—Prud. Committee, Noaun A. JenNeEss. 


The Summer Term of eight weeks, was taught by Mary 
H, Hayes, a good, faithful teacher. 
The Winter Term, of eleven weeks, by Lucy A. McDuffee, 
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a well-qualified and experienced teacher. We think this 
district was very fortunate in its selection of teachers, and in 
having both Summer and Winter Schools taught by females, 


DISTRICT No. 5.—Prud. Committee, Joun W. Hat. 


The eight weeks of Summer School, was taught by Ruth 
A. Ham, a teacher who gave good satisfaction. 

The Winter Term of seven weeks was taught by Edward 
B. Ham. It commenced well, but the Committee were not 
notified of its close and cannot speak as to its success. 


DISTRICT No. 6.—Prud. Com., Eruraia H. Wuirenovse. 


The first Term of eight weeks was taught by Julia A. 
Hayes, whose efforts were commendable, and sucess followed. 

‘he Winter Term of nine weeks, by Elihu H. Watson, Jr., 
a well qualified teacher, who succeeded in his efforts to a 
degree beyond the expectations of your Committee, and we 
believe to the entire satisfaction of the District. 
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DISTRICT No. 7.—Prud. Committee, Isaac WENTWORTH. 


The first term of thirteen weeks was taught by Lauraette 
Ricker, a well qualified teacher, one who by her perseverance 
and energy, combined with gentle manners, soon won and 
held entire control of her scholars, and a marked improvement 
of the school followed. 

The Winter Term of thirteen and one-half weeks, was 
taught by Joseph H. Worcester, a teacher of superior educa- 
tion, and who, we believe, tried well for the good of the 
school. Yet in a school so large as the one in this district, 
a teacher must possess rare abilities for government, to main- 
tain that good discipline so neccessary for complete success.— 
The school in this respect was not what we could have wished. 
This school has become unweildy from the increasing number 
of scholars,and we would recommend that another teacher 
should be employed in a primary department in this district. 
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DISTRICT No. 8.—Prud. Committee, Wirtiam Rann. 


Superintending Committee, 7 
Carvin Hotman, James Farrineron, D. J. Parsons. 

Th's District is organized under the “ Somersworth Act” 
(so walled), and the schools graded so fur as circumstances will 
admit. : 

The Summer Term of ten weeks, and Winter ‘l'erm of six- 
teen weeks, were taught by John 8. Warren, Nancy Lb. Rich- 
ardson, Amy L. Edgerly, Marv A. Brown and Hattie E. 
Dame,—the same teachers being employed in both the Sum- 
mer and Winter Schools. 

Mr. Warren had the care of the higher scheol, and mani- 
fested a desire to have his scholars thorough in their studies, 
and we think he was successful. 

Miss Richardson was empleyed in the Secondary School, 
and infused into her scholars an unusual amount of interest 
and enthusiasm. No teacher could have done better. 

Miss Edgerly taught the school on Wakefield Street, and 
was successful in securing good order and the attention and 


ro) 
interest of her scholars; and good advancement was made, 


) 
and we believe the parents were satisfied. 

Miss Brown taught the school above the bridge, and mani- 
fested much interest. During the Winter Term marked 
success attended her efforts. 

Miss Dame had the care of the Primary Sckool ; a position 
requiring great patience, having had about eighty scholars 
from three to ten years of age. We think the school, con- 
sidering its size, was well managed. | 

The schools, without exception, have been good; and we 
think a marked feature in this District is the. good fecling 
manifested by the parents. 


DISTRICT No. 9.—Prud. Com. Bens. WENTWORTH. 


The Summer School of eight weeks was taught by Lydia 
Pray, a teacher of experience, and one who gave good satis- 
faction. 

The Winter Term of erght and one-half weeks, by A. W. 
Sibley, the same teacher who has taught in this District for 


va 
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the tio preceding Winters, and who has seemed to be the 
‘ weht man in the right place ” 

As the teacher hae! suggested in his Hediates this District 
very much needs a new School House, such anvonelas tne 
wealth and intelligence of the people in it should furnish. 


DISTRICT No. 10.—Prud. Com. Gro. W. SPRINGFIELD. 


The Summer Term of ten weeks, and the Winter Term of 
eleven weeks, were taught by Marianna Sanborn, a_ well ed- 
ucated,experienced, and successful teacher,—maintaining good 
order with gentleness, yet having that energy and persever- 

ance so necessary to senuiate yee scholars to constant effort, 


DISTRICT No. 11-—Prud. Committee, AnDRew W. Foss. 


The Summer Term of nine weeks was taught by Arabella 
Clark. This was her first scaool,and a very fair degree of suc- 
cess attended her efforts. 

The Winter Term of fourteen weeks was taught by Mary 
H. Hayes. ‘Lhe teacher and scholars all se emed determined 
to succeed, and we beleive these aspirations were fully realiz- 
ed. 


DISTRICT No. 12.—Prud. Committee, Samuen F. Pace. 


The Summer School of eleven weeks was taught by Lizzie 
R. Hanson, a well qualified, gentle and faithful teacher, and 

who gave good satisfaction iu the District. 

The Winter of ten weeks, by Henry E. Chamberlain, the 
same teacher as the previous winter,—well qualified and ener- 
getic. His success in advancing one of our best schools, far 
exceeded that ofthe previous Winter. 

We think the scholars appreciate the good House the liber- 
ality of the people in this district have furnisned for them. 


DISTRICT No. 13.—Prud. Committee, Gro. W. Pace. 


Lhe SummerTerm of ten weeks was taught by Laura A.Page, 
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who commenced well her school and a fair degree of success 
attended her work. 

The Winter of twelve weeks was taught by Henry C.Crane, 
a well educated teacher, and whose efforts were successful cons 
sidering the great irregularity of attendance by the scholars. 

Wouldjnot the people of this district do well to give atten- 
tion to this subject of irregularity of aitendance, which is so 
greatly injuring their school. 


DISTRICT No. 14.—Prud. Committee, Wm. J. Roperts. 


The Summer Term of eight weeks and winter term of 
fifteen weeks were both taught by Mary P. Waldron. A 
fair success attended these schools 


DISTRICT No. 15.—Prud. Com. + Esen’k P. GerRRisH. 


The Summer Term of nine weeks was taught by Mary E. 


Chamberlain. 
The Winter of eleven and one-half weeks by Hannah A.Lord, 


both good and successful teachers. 


DISTRICT No.16-—Prud. Committee, Cuas. C. Hayes. 


This District is united with a District in the town of Milton, 
by which they are able to prolong their school.» There were 
three terms embracing twenty-five weeks of school. Of the 
success of these schools we are not able to speak fully, but 
they are reported to us as satisfactory. 


DISTRICT No. 17.—Prud. Com. Levi SEverance. 


The Summer School of eight weeks an:] Winter of twelve 
weeks were taught by Susie M.-Cotton, a teacher who has 
had but little experience, but whose efforts were to a fair 
degree successful. 
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DISTRICT No. 18.—Prud. Com. W. B. K. Hopepox. 


‘The Summer School of twelve weeks was taught by Mary 
M. Knight. 

The Winter of seven weeks by Marianna Sanborn. Both 
of these teachers have had experience, and feel the responsi- 
bility of their duties, and were successful in their efforts.— 
Such rarely fail. 


DISTRICT No. 19.—Prud. Com. Tuomas C. Hoyr. 


The Summer School of thirteen weeks was taught by 
Harriet N. Chamberlain, an experienced and faithful teacher. 
Her school was a success. 

The Winter Term of ten and one-half weeks was taught 
by S. A. McDaniel. ‘Lhe School commenced well, but clos- 
ed without notice to the commiltee, so that we are ‘unable to 
judge of its success. 


DISTRICT No. 20.—Prud. Comnittee, Puineas Hoyt. 


The Summer Term of seven weeks was taught by Angeline 
Hayes. The Winter of seven and three fourths weeks by 
Rebecca E Seavey, who seemed much interested, and a fair 
share of advancement was made in both schools. 


We are pleased to be able to report for the schools, as a 
whole, a year of more than common prosperity, and this too 
while circumstances unusually perverse have borne heavily 
upon them. 

During the past year our schools have suffered but very 
little froth petty jars, quarrels or bickerings among teachers, 
scholars or parents, as is too often the case in school districts ; 
but on the contrary, we believe there is a growing feeling 
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aiiong our people that no such troubles shall mar and dis- 
troy the usefulnsss of our schools and we feel assured that in 
most of our districts neighbors have learned that little 
temporary wrongs and inconveniences had better be borne in 
silence for the sake of peace and harmony and the good of 
the school, than tnat the evils of tumult and continued ill- 
feelings should destroy their good effect; and to this very 
fact we feel fully authorized in giving a large share of credit 
for the general improvement observable in almost all our 
schools. 

It is useful at times to repeat even the most familiar truths, 
and in the matter of schools we feel that it is well that we 
should again and again call your attention to some facts which 
we can none of us have brought to our attention too often, 
or urged upon us too earnestly. In regard to the order ob- 
served in our schools, we can say that generally there has 
been an improvement in this matter ; still, disorderis one of 
the serious hinderances in some districts, and, indeed, some 
of our teachers are infidels in practice of ‘* Heaven’s first 
law is Order.” 

Punctuality of attendance 1s another matter that needs the 
united efforts of parents, scholars, teachers and committees to 
reform. We find the average attendance of scholars, to be 
only a little more than one half of the time during the terms 
of our schools. Now to show you the importance of this 
matter, permit us to illustrate : for we have full confidence 
that when you fully understand the magnitude of it, you will 
correct it. Suppose then that in your school there is a class 
of ten scholars in Arithmetic. One of them is absent one 
week. Hethen comes in. What is to. be done? ‘These 
six lessons he has lost and their connections with his studies. 
He cannot go on with the class with a proper understanding, 
or thoroughly, without this part. T’o make them up is’ im- 
possible, for in a good school, each day’s lessons are as much 
as can be well done in that day. Now if the whole class 
wait for him who has been absent, great injustice is done 
the school ; for the other nine scholars lose in the aggregate 
nine weeks more, so that you perceive the district is de- 
frauded of money which is thus wasted. Now no one hesi- 
tates to express their indignation at frauds practised upon the 
Government by contracters and others; but do we fully 


10 School Report. 


realize that the parent or guardian who allows his child to 
be absent from or unfitted for a single school duty, is to that 
extent defrauding the district, and not only ef money, but 
also of its interest, and success in obtaining that which is of 
far more value and worth than even the mighty dollar uself. 
We wish the Committee could have the pleasure to report 
hundreds of examples like that of a little son, only nine 
years of age, of J. H. Edgerly, in District No. 8, who has 
attended school sixteen weeks without being once absent or 
even tardy during the term. 

‘There is becoming instilled into tae minds of our children 
such a love of order and neatness, that many feel a degree 
of mortification in attending school in some of our school 
houses while they are ambitious to improve the intellect an 
All-wise Providence has given them. Does it not then bo- 
come our duty to see to it that some of ours are removed 
and new ones suitable and proper—such as we cannot but 
feel we ought to have—should fill their places? We are 
aware that much has been already done within the last few 
years in this town. Wull not the people continue their ef- 
forts until a completion is effected? “A word to the wise” 
should be sufficient. 

In regard to teachers, we feel that it is proper for us to 
suggest that we believe it is for the interest of all to retain 
those who have well and faithfully performed their duties, 
for more than one term where it is practicable. ‘The expe- 
rience of one term often gives them valuable preparation for 
the next; and we have in several instances seen this in a 
marked degree in cur schools during the past year. We be- 
lieve it our duty as a town, to educate our share of school 
teachers ; and when we find those among us who are thorough- 
ly qualified, we should most certainly give them preference ; 
and to bring persons from other towns who are poorly qual- 
ified and without experience, to have them here learn the 
art of teaching, is surely not our duty nor interest. It should, 
and we believe it ever willbe, the pleasure and duty of the 
Superintending School Committee to advise with our Pruden- 
tial Committees in this matter of procuring competent teachers. 

The office of Prudential Committee is one of vast impors 
tance, and should be filled by those who take an active inter- 
est. ‘The practice of taking “ turns” as it is called, should 
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not be followed as a rute, but every school district should see 
to it, that the right mee who is best fitted and will act 
independently for the best interest of the whole-—should be 
chosen. Party politics should not affect, nor family connec- 
tions or personal favoritism control; and when chosen none 
of these reasons should govern or control the Committee in 
their choice of teachers. 

It has often been remarked by some that the office of Sup- 
erintending School Committee is of no use to our schools.— 
However this may be, the law reqnires it, and it must be fill- 
ed or we can have no district schools. Those who question 
its utility, give evidence of either excessive wisdom or folly, 
of which we are not to decide. We claim only to have done 
the best we could ina cause in which we wish we could have 
done much more, and in view of this all we ask 1s for any one 
to know and understand fully whereof he speaks, and be sure: 
he harm not nor distroy in any degree his own most sacred 
interest by foolish attempts to distroy the efforts of those who 
are trying faithfully to advance his real good. 

One serious embarrassment we wish to bring to the notice 
of Prudential Committees : It is the failure of many teachers 
to correctly keep and make prompt returns of their Registers 
to the Superintending Committee ; a strict observance of the 
law which has been furnished to each district is extremely 
desirable, for without this the Superintendents cannot make 
the necessary returns to the State,and the district may be sub- 
jected to losses. 

To parents and those having in charge the young, with the 
most kindly feelings, and at the same time with all earnestness, 
we would say, lay asideevery personal prejudice and private 
auimosity so far as your school is concerned, even if you can- 
not avoid them in other matters. Let your school policy have 
a platform wide enough, long enough and strong enough for 
you all to stand upon, and shoulder to shoulder unitedly 
exert all your energies for its improvement; for what but our 
common schools can successfully resist and control the de- 
moralizing influence arising from, and growing out of, the 
terrible war now raging in our once happy land ! 


Rocuester, March 8, 1864. 


D. J. PARSONS, 2 Superintending 
W. T. SMITH, § Committee, 
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#Five Schools. +United with Milton. 


